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 reiterated. There were frequent periods of degeneracy and
decline; the worst and most fatal of all set in during the
last thirty years, leading almost to a collapse of government,
just at the very time that the Empire needed all its resources
to stay the gathering momentum of the great empire of the
Seljuk Turks.
The first two Emperors of the Macedonian house—Basil I
and Leo VI—had done valuable work in financial, judicial,
and legal reorganisation; they had shown as well a keen
interest in culture and art. Basil, besides, was an able
general. Leo had no military capacity, though he wrote a
famous treatise, Tactics, on the art of war, but he has left a
name for himself as one of the greatest of imperial legislators ;
his famous work, the Basilics, in 60 books, re-codified in one
collection the code of Justinian, and brought it up to date
with the Novels (i.e. new law) of later Emperors. He died
in 912, and was succeeded by his son Constantine VII (known
as Porphyrogenitus, " born in the purple "), who was officially
Emperor until 959, though he only actually ruled during the
last fifteen years. There was a long minority, since he was
only seven when he came to the throne : for a year his
worthless uncle Alexander was regent; then for six years
there was a Council of Regency, which by its internal dis-
sensions produced hopeless disorder; finally, in 919, the
general Romanus Lecapenus seized the power, at first as
regent, soon with the title of Emperor, and held it until 944,
when his ambition to secure the throne for his family and
exclude Constantine brought about his downfall.
Actually, the reign of this usurper was of considerable
advantage to the Empire. Constantine, as he showed when
he obtained the power, was not a man of action, and the
Empire at this time needed a general and a statesman at its
head. Apart from the petty warfare that was ceaselessly
being waged with the Moslems in the south-east, in the
Aegean, and in South Italy, there were numerous and more
dangerous enemies to Constantinople in the north and north-
west. There were the Slav tribes in Russia, especially the
rising principality of Kiev, whose prince Igor actually led
an expedition to the gates of Constantinople in 941. In
between, and dominating the earlier Slav invaders-, there
were various hordes of peoples akin to the Huns and the

